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Meet Pauline Nishi 
Moderate to Severe Special Education Teacher, Young Adult Program 

OUSD Programs for Exceptional Children 

  

Why Oakland?   

What brought me here was my husband moved over here, 
and I needed a job to be perfectly honest. But what keeps me 
here is that I find the challenges to be enough to keep me 
engaged as a person and feel like I'm doing something 
meaningful, while trying to earn a living at the same time. 

Describe your job in 2 to 3 sentences. 

I work directly with young people between the ages of 18 to 
22, with severe disabilities and I try to find ways to integrate 
them into the community.  

Favorite thing about your job?   

Oh, I love the students. I just love it when I see a student “get 
it.” You know, when the light flashes, you know their eyes get 
bright and they go, “I know what I'm doing. I understand.” 
And that's what you live for as a teacher, I think. You feel like they're getting the message and you're helping to make a 
difference for them. 

Advice for new Special Education teachers and staff?   

Wow! Advice is something that's specific to the individual, I think. But if it's somebody who's looking to work in, say, 
special education I would hope that they have the patience, the perseverance to hang in there. Because it's not an easy 
process getting to the point where you can feel competent in what you're doing. 

What are you most proud of in terms of your work accomplishments in OUSD? 

I created a little cooking program from scratch. I'm quite proud of that because I offered an opportunity for students to 
learn cooking on a commercial scale. You know, like feeding the public. That means training for actual work in 
restaurants and things like that. So I thought that was pretty cool. And also, too, it was a way for people who may not be 
directly involved in special education to understand our students better.  

What can people do in and around Oakland? 

Oakland is a wonderful, vibrant city. There are so many parks. There's a beautiful zoo in the city. There are places to eat; 
there are art galleries and studios. There are so many things to do in Oakland. The list could be endless.  
 
  

We work for Oakland’s Children–  

I Am Oakland Unified! 


